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displayed the early depravity of a Cartouche, and his friend
Borrow has preserved no worse instance of his evil tendencies
at this period than the tying of a canister to a dog's tail.2
Throughout life he was choleric, vindictive, generally silent in
company, and with no conversation beyond bawdy and
blasphemy, the " fancy " and the stage. His constitution
was robust, his animal spirits high, and among his cronies he
often showed great good humour, and was always free with his
money.

Such being his disposition, an active career was determined
on for him, and on 8th May, 1809, he received his commission
as second lieutenant in Company 99 of Marines, whose head-
quarters were at Chatham.3 He proceeded thither, and spent
a very brief period learning his duties on shore. There was
then lying in the Medway, refitting, H.M.S. " Adamant," 50
guns, carrying the flag of Rear-Admiral Sir Edmund Nagle
(D.N.B.), Captain John Sykes. Thurtell was added to her
strength on 4th June, 1809.4 After some uneventful cruises in
home waters, in the Downs, off the Nore, and as far as the
mouth of the Zuyder Zee, the vessel was ordered to North
Britain as the Admiral's flagship in those parts, and for several
years she lay moored in Leith Roads, with very occasional trips
to sea. For a year after her arrival in the roads Thurtell
remained one of her company, with no scope for honourable
ambitions or for that display of courage in the face of death
which lent his last moments a trace of unwonted, if theatrical,
dignity. The lure of a great city, it may be, drew him, as
often as he could get leave, to seek a questionable excitement
among its least reputable haunts. At the end of August,
1810, Sir E. Nagle hauled down his flag, and was1 succeeded
by Rear-Admiral William Otway, Matthew Buckle at the same
time replacing Sykes in the command of the ship.5

On 16th July, 1811, John Thurtell, for some slight mis-
demeanour, the nature of* which does not appear, was per-
emptorily discharged cc by personal order of Rear-Admiral
Otway," his place being taken by John Alexander, who caine
aboard in the " Eliza " tender.6

2 " The Romany Rye," oh. 42.

3 Adm. Marine Commissions, 6/406.

4 Muster Book, H.M.S. Adamant, Adm. ii./l$79.
5Muster Book, H.M.S. Adamant, Adm. ii./2475.

6 Muster Book, H.M.S. Adamant, ii./2476. Log of same ship under
date 16 July, with entry, " Lieut. J. Alexander of the Royal Marines
superseded Lieut. J. Thurtell."
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